SETTLEMENT  OF  THE  BARBARIANS
in the Frankish tongue the mwgdd, varied from eight cum hundred
gold sous for a person about the court of the king to throe hundred
for a man of servile status, The value of every purl of the body -
the foot, the hand, tin; eye, etc, was actually fixed by custom;
the collections of customary laws arc full of thaw tariffs of damages.
In deciding suits the Franks also used the procedure known as
the 'judgment of God', based on a tecling that God would inter-
vene in favour of the innocent against the guilty. When one
warrior accused another before the tribunal, the judge made them
fight a duel and gave judgment against the otiu who was (Ideated,
This is the origin of the private duel* which was regarded as a
'reparation by arms1 for offences against honour, Women and
persons of inferior status, who could not fight, were forced to un-
dergo the test of red-hot iron or boiling water, known by the Ger*
manic name of'ordeal* (the modem German Urfril), the sentence
being decided by the result of the test.
Following the example of their kings, the Franks had gradually
become Christians, but without changing their moths of life. The
bishops complained that many of the Franks kept up the practices
of their ancient religion, sacrifices to the old divinities and invo-
cations of them, spells, and divination, In the seventh century
the population of the region originally occupied by the Franks on
the Scheldt was still pagan.
The Germanic language spoken by the Franks remained in use
in the region of the Rhino and in the Flemish lands on the Scheldt,
where it has been handed down uninterruptedly, The Franks
settled to the west, between the Sorame and the Loire, in the
middle of a Romance-speaking population, began to speak Latin.
Since they very probably spoke it with a very strong tonic accent,
the terminations of the words following the accentuated syllable
ended by disappearing, This is how French became a language
without a tonic accent, whereas the tonic accent was preserved in
the Romance dialects of the south, as in the other languages of
Europe,
The peoples living side by side on the soil of Gaul went on for
four centuries without mingling, each of them p reserved its own
mode of life, customs, and private law. Every man was judged
in the courts according to his own law - whether Frankish,
Roman, or Burgundian - but all were bound to obey the orders of

